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Foreword  

I will repeat the words of Thomas 

Addison as he wrote the foreword 

to the first Flock Book, that it is 

indeed a great pleasure and 

honour to write the foreword to our 

ôTeeswater Sheep Journalõ. 

From the earliest days of 

Teeswater Sheep every breed was 

developed with three things in mind 

- wool, meat and the ability to 

survive and thrive in sometimes 

harsh environments i.e. clothing, 

food and the metabolism to utilise 

the forage available.  

It is with that in mind I would take 

this opportunity to pay tribute to 

the many breeders who over the 

years have maintained the 

attributes of the Teeswater Sheep 

b y  t h e i r  d e d i c a t i o n  a n d 

commitment to the breed. We still 

have a breed with a superior 

carcase and a valuable fleece, 

particularly as at this present day 

the returns for wool are so poor. This 

is recognised in the Masham half -

bred which is also noted for its 

prolificacy, milkiness and longevity. 

In completing the cycle, the 

Masham put to any good 

conformation terminal sire will 

produce top quality butchers 

lambs.  

In more recent years the value 

of the Teeswater lustre wool fleece 

has come to the fore, being highly 

prized in the home craft and 

spinning industry worldwide; 

notably first with semen export to 

the U.S.A., then embryos to New 

Zealand and then latterly to the 

U.S.A. All this in addition to 

Teeswaters exported to Europe.  

To complete the picture of 

Teeswaters I cannot but mention, 

as you will see in reading this journal 

that in the right hands Teeswater 

compete on the agricultural show 

circuit and acquit themselves 

admirably at the highest level.  

It just remains to be said that 

from small beginnings, with our 

foundation sheep coming from 

Alec Lambert and Jack Ripley, for 

over thirty years we have been 

blessed and privileged to be part of 

such a friendly and dedicated 

group of breeders.  

Charles W. Marwood, President  

Foulrice, Whenby, York  
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Teeswaters through  

the Years  

2000 years ago, the Romans 

brought sheep with them to Britain 

and it is thought that most of 

todayõs longwooled breeds are 

descended from these.  

J o h n  L o u d o n ` s  a n 

encyclopaedia of agriculture of 

1825 gives the following  

òthe Teeswater sheep differ from 

the Lincolnshire in their wool not 

being so long and heavy. In 

standing upon higher, though finer 

boned legs, supporting a thicker, 

firmer and heavier carcase much 

wider upon their backs and sides. 

Affording a fatter grained carcase 

of mutton.ó 

Around this time records 

indicate that sheep were exported 

to Tasmania, Australia and both 

New Jersey and Philadelphia in the 

USA.  

In the 2 nd  quarter of the 1800`s 

Teeswater ewes were crossed with 

Dishley Leicester rams with the 

o f f s p r i n g  b e c o m i n g  t h e 

Wensleydale breed. The famous 

ram Blue Cap being born in 1839. 

Over time the Wensleydale 

became the dominant breed with 

the Teeswater declining to the 

point of near extinction by the 

1920`s. 

At this time a few dedicated 

shepherds in its Teesdale heartland 

continued to improve their stock 

and gradually the quality of its cross 

bred lambs saw an increased 

demand for rams.  

By 1949 enthusiasts felt that a 

breed society should be formed to 

help protect the Teeswater breed 

in view of the provisions of the hill 

farming act of 1946.  

A public meeting was held on 

24th August 1949 at Trinity Methodist 

chapel Barnard Cast le, 38 

interested breeders attended. 

Follow up meetings were held at 

Leyburn auction mart and Kendal. 

By the end of the year 184 

members had joined, this increased 

to 250 in year 2. By 1956 the 

association had over 400 members  

Area inspectors were appointed 

and for the next 3 years sheep were 

admitted upon inspection. In the 

first year 870 ewes and 644 lambs 

were registered.  

The following year the Great 

Yorkshire Show put on 3 classes for 

rams, ewes and ram lambs. In the 

following years many shows were 

encouraged to put on Teeswater 

and half -bred classes.  
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In the early years a regular 

discussion at meetings seemed to 

be problems caused by tagging 

lambs in summer with some 

members proposing an alternative 

of tattooing instead.  

A publicity committee was 

formed in 1959 and in the following 

years great efforts were made to 

highlight the qualities of the 

Teeswater and Masham sheep. 

Until this time the name Masham 

had been used loosely but it was 

now given more prominence, 

donations were sought from 

Masham breeders to help publicise 

their sales. Some members were 

frustrated that Teeswater sired 

lambs were  descr ibed  as 

Wensleydale sired, representations 

being made to auction marts and 

the press to put this right. Rams 

were sent on approval to all parts 

of the UK, with 2 being sent to 

Ireland in 1959 to cross with local 

s h e e p .  T h e  f a r m e r  a n d 

stockbreeder magazine ran a 

lambing competition, Masham 

ewes producing the heaviest crops 

of lambs for many years.    

In the 60`s and 70`s a few large 

breeders held periodic on farm 

production sales, the longest 

running was the ones held by J.B. 

Liddle.  

Throughout the 1970`s the 

demand for Teeswater rams to use 

on Swaledale ewes decreased 

sharply. This was most marked in its 

traditional heartlands and the final 

annual sales at Middleton in 

Teesdale was held in 1980. Sales 

continued at Kendal and Leyburn.  

From its formation the Teeswater 

Sheep breeders` Association had 

promoted the Masham halfbred 

lamb and ewe, but in 1986 a 

separate breed organisation was 

formed. Both associations have 

many common members and to 

this day work closely together.  

The 60s, 70s and 80s in general 

were good for the sheep industry, 

and Teeswaters prospered, but the 

90s were not so kind. Over supply 

and changing trends hit the breed 

hard; wool once a virtue, now 

became a problem. Numbers 

plummeted to such an extent that 

the Rare Breed Survival trust placed 

the breed on the Priority List and, by 

1997, onto the Vulnerable List as 

numbers fell further.  

Numbers are now in a much 

healthier state with a stable 

commercial base and a growing 

number of conservation grazers, 

rare breed enthusiasts and fibre 

producers.  



2000 saw the first semen exports 

to North America, further exports 

have been made periodically 

when animal health regulations 

allow.  In the last few years 

embryoõs have been available for 

export offering the first full blood 

lambs to be born in New Zealand 

and North America.  

The RBST provided some early 

sc rap ie  t es t i ng  w i th  ve ry 

encouraging results so when the 

national plan was launched in 2002 

many Teeswater flocks showed 

100% resistance with 72% testing 

arr/arr and only a handful needing 

culling.  

Throughout this time many NSA 

events have been attended, 

promoting the breed with live 

sheep always an attraction 

although with various disease out 

breaks this has not always been 

easy. Going back to 2008 the 

Chairman noted problems with 

midges and politicians re: blue 

tongue and movement restrictions 

so there are some constants in life.  

In 2014 the Association started 

using Grassroots software to 

manage its registrations allowing 

members to search pedigrees in 

real time and not having to wait for 

the flock book to come out.  

Around this time Teeswaters 

joined the world of social media, 

today Facebook is the best way to 

keep up to date with all things 

Teeswater with almost instant show 

pictures and results.  

Today the modern Teeswater still 

has a strong presence in the 

commercial world with the hard 

wearing and productive Masham in 

strong demand with market prices 

in line with comparable crossbred 

sheep.  

In the showring there are very 

few sheep that command the 

judgeõs eye like a Teeswater.  Many 

shows in the north have dedicated 

classes but in areas where they are  

less numerous and are shown in 

mixed classes they do particularly 

well.  
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J B Liddle with page from Production Sale Catalogue  



Stanley Bainbridge   Thomas Addison   Ralf Liddle at Bowes Show  

New Zealand born Teeswater with recipient ewe  
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